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TRINIDAD | JAMAICA | ST. LUCIA | GUYANA

SCL  AQUATARD 
Water Based Concrete Surface Retarder 

Description: SCL AQUATARD is a water based, chemical surface retarder, 
specially formulated for tropical environments. 
SCL AQUATARD will produce exposed aggregate concrete, both 
face up, or face down, and is ideal for precast, casting “Grano” 
toppings, or exposed aggregate surfaces for cold joint applications.  

Applications: SCL AQUATARD may be used to produce exposed aggregate 
concrete, either for architectural or structural purposes. The unique 
blend of water soluble chemicals, retards the top 2mm – 4mm of 
the cement matrix for up to 18 hours. 

Advantages:
• Specially formulated for high temperature applications.
• Can be used for both face-up, or face-down applications.
• Economical – No costly hacking, chipping or sand blasting,

to create a mechanical key.
• Safe- No acid fumes, or handling hazards.
• Easy to apply – spray or brush, pigmented for visual check

of application.

Instructions for use: 

Face Up: Apply SCL AQUATARD with a low pressure spray evenly over 
the concrete, immediately after finishing, and as soon as the 
concrete has lost its sheen. 
Cover with wet hessian or plastic sheeting to prevent from drying 
out. 
Within 12-18 hours use a low pressure garden hose and a stiff 
broom to remove the retarded mortar. 
Care should be used to avoid excessive force as this may dislodge 
the exposed aggregate. 
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Face Down: All formwork must be non porous, and clean and dry. 
Apply SCL AQUATARD by spray or roller evenly on the surface 
and allow to dry. 
Concrete must be placed in an evenly progressive manner, and not 
allowed to scrape the surface, care must be taken not to over 
vibrate the concrete. 
Within 12-18 hours remove formwork and remove retarder mortar 
as in the above paragraph. 

Coverage: SCL – AQUATARD should be used at a rate between 4.5 – 6 M2 
per litre. 

It may be possible to dilute SCL-AQUATARD 1: 1 with water 
which may result in a lighter depth etch. Site trials of this are 
strongly recommended to test the suitability of this before use. 

General: Delay in removing the retarded matrix will result in a lighter and 
less uniform depth of etch 
All surfaces coated with SCL AQUATARD must be protected 
from water (including rain, condensation etc) at all times before 
the placement of concrete. 

The use of certain admixtures (accelerating) heated or mass 
concrete and hot weather all may reduce the effectiveness of SCL 
AQUATARD 

IT IS STRONGLY RECCOMENDED THAT SITE TRIALS BE 
PERFORMED TO TEST THE SUITABILITY OF SCL 
AQUATARD UNDER SITE CONDITIONS 

Packaging: SCL AQUATARD is available in 4 litre, 18 litre and 210 litre 
sizes. 
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Storage SCL AQUATARD should be stored in dry conditions and not  
and Shelf-Life : allowed to freeze. 

Shelf life in the original unopened containers is 1 year. 

Health and Safety: SCL AQUATARD is non flammable, and non toxic unless 
ingested in very large quantities. Skin contamination can be 
removed by washing with soap and clean water. For eye contact 
flush immediately with plenty of clean water for 15 minutes. If eye 
contact is severe, medical attention should be sought. 
Consult the MSDS for further information.  

Clean up: In case of spill, collect with a suitable absorbent material, and 
dispose of in accordance with local regulations. 
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